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(54) CONTROLLED-RELEASE DRUG PREPARATION 

(57) A controlled-release drug preparation comprising a composition containing an active ingredient (in particular, 
a remedy for inflammatory Intestinal diseases) and coated with a copolymer composed of at least one type of structural 
unit represented by general formula (0 (wherein R represents a divalent organic group, and R 1 represents a sugar res* 
idue decomposed or utilized in the large intestine) and at least one type of structural unit represented by general formula 
(II) (wherein R represents a divalent organic group, X 1 and X 2 represent each independently oxygen, imino or sulfur, 
and R 2 represents a saturated or unsaturated hydrocarbon group, polyalkylene. pofyaikytene glycd, pdyarylene oxide, 
polyester or polyamlde group); a controlled-release drug preparation; and a coating composition used therefor. The drug 
does not undergo, even when orally administered, decomposition and absorption anywhere other than in the large intes- 
tine and can reach the large intestine selectively without fail. Therefore, the preparation is effective in reducing the dose 
and side effects of the drug and improving bioavailability. 
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Description 
TECHNICAL FIELD 

This Invention relates to a drug release-controlling preparation for releasing in the large intestine an active compo- 
nent having a pharmacological action after its oral administration and to a coating composition for making said drug 
release-controlling preparation. More particularly, it relates to a drug release-controlling preparation for oral administra- 
tion in which an active component, especially a drug to be used for the treatment of inflammatory intestinal diseases, is 
coated with a copolymer which is degraded or assimilated by saccharide-hydroryzing enzymes eta in the targe intestine. 

BACKGROUND VfiX 

Though protein * peptide drugs such as insulin, vasopressin and the like are currently administered by intravenous 
injection, more simple and easy administration methods are demanded as these protein • peptide drugs have come into 
wide use, so that oral, transdermal, transnasal, suppository preparations and the like are being examined. Particularly, 
oral administration has been widely examined as the most general method. However, it has a disadvantage of having 
an extremely low bioavailability, because orally administered protein • peptide drugs are easily hydrolyzed and inacti- 
vated by enzymes in the small intestines. 

Therefore, attempts have been made to improve the bioavailability by making these protein • peptide drugs into such 
preparations that they are released selectively in the large intestine where digestive enzymes are hardly present 

As a means to improve the bioavailability of protein • peptide drugs, there are enteric coated preparations which are 
designed in such a manner that active components in the preparations are released in the large intestine caused by 
dissolution of the coat fOm due to high pH in the organ, but such preparations have a problem in that they are disinte- 
grated in the upper part of the small intestines or, on the contrary, excreted without disintegration, because the Irving 
body has a large daily pH fluctuation in the digestive organ and influences of food is large. 

As another large intestine-selective releasing preparation, studies have been carried out on the preparations using 
polymers which are specifically degraded in the large intestine by enzymes secreted by bacteria in the large intestine. 
Various types of bacteria are present in the large intestine and secrete various enzymes which are different from human 
digestive enzymes. As an example of such enzymes, there is an enzyme which reduces azo groups into amino groups, 
and a polymer which contains in its molecule aromatic azo groups that are cut by this azo reducing enzyme has been 
reported (US. Patent No. 663,308; an unexamined published Japanese patent application {Kokal) No. 3-7718 corre- 
sponding to a published European patent application EP-A-398472). These methods, however, have disadvantages in 
that the polymer to be used has poor coat film-forming ability or solvent solubility and that azo groups having carcino- 
genicity are used. 

Also, it is known that polyesters obtained from certain saccharides specifically degdarable in the large intestine and 
dibasic acids can show a large intestine-specific degradation property, but these polymers can be dissolved only in non- 
volatile aprotic polar solvents such as dimethytsutfoodde (DMSO), N,N-dimethylformamide (DMF), N,N4imethyfaceta- 
nrtide (DMAc) and the like and can merely be suspend In the volatile solvents such as acetone, ethanol, dichtoromethane 
and the flke which are useful for the coating of drugs, thus having problems in that complex handling is required at the 
time of the coating of drugs and uniform coat film cannot be formed easily. 

In addition, it is known that the thickness of the coat film influence the releasing characteristics of the preparations 
or oral administration whose active components are released selectively In the large intestine. That is, when the coat 
film is too thick, these preparations are excreted as such prior to the release of active components by degradation of 
the coat film, and, when the film is too thin, they are disintegrated to cause release of the active components before 
reaching the large Intestine due to mechanical stress and the tike. However, when the aforementioned high polymer 
substance is used in the coat fflm, concentration of the high polymer substance cfissofved in a solvent is small due to 
limitation in the kinds of solvent and the-thus obtained solution Is highly viscous, so that the resulting coating composi- 
tion has poor fluidity which entails generation of irregularity at the time of the film formation and causes difficulty in 
exactly controlling the film thickness. 

Typical examples of inflammatory intestinal diseases include ulcerative colitis and Crohn disease. Ulcerative colitis 
is a disease which shows a change to a diffuse inflammatory lesion on the mucosa membrane or submucosal layer of 
the large intestine. Crohn disease is a disease which shows a change to a granulomatous inflammatory lesion with fibro- 
sis or ulcer on various sites of digestive tracts, with frequent cases of local inflammation on the large intestine. 

These diseases have been treated, for example, by oral administration, intravenous injection or intestinal adminis- 
tration of a 6teroid drug such as prednisolone or the like or by oral or rectal administration of salazopyrin. It has been 
indicated that each of these drugs shows markedly high therapeutic effects when topically administered to the inflam- 
mation sites by rectal or intestinal administration. 

Steroid agents including prednisolone are considerably important for the drug therapy of inflammatory intestinal dis- 
eases, because they are effective for the treatment of not only serious inflammatory intestinal diseases but also slight 
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or moderate salazopyrfrwesistant inflammatory diseases. However, it is necessary to pay careful attention when these 
drugs are used by oral administration or intravenous injection because of their high frequency to cause side effects. On 
the other hand, it has been shown that their therapeutic effects are markedly high when they are topically administered 
to the inflammation site or neighboring area thereof by rectal or Intestinal administration. Such types of administration, 
however, still have problems remaining unsolved, such as limited applicable cases and complex administration method. 

In the case of salazopyrin, rt has been revealed that its active body is 5-aminosallcyHc acid (to be referred to as "5- 
ASA" hereinafter), and therapeutic preparations containing 5-ASA as the active ingredient have been developed and 
used for the treatment of ulcerative colitis and Crohn disease. However, it is difficult to obtain sufficient therapeutic 
effects when 5-ASA is administered by general form of oral administration, because 5-ASA is degraded or absorbed in 
the upper regions of digestive tracts. 

Therefore, a pharmaceutical designing has been made to prevent release and degradation of active ingredients in 
the upper parts of digestive tracts by coating an active ingredient-containing composition with an enteric or water insol- 
uble coating material. Such preparations, however, are still insufficient in terms of selective drug release and effective 
release of active ingredients In the large intestine. 

In consequence, great concern has been directed toward the development of a pharmaceutical preparation which 
has tow side effects and high therapeutic effects, and can be easily administered, which renders possible effective top- 
ical administration of these steroid drugs and salazopyrin to the site of intestinal diseases or rts neighboring area 
through their oral administration. 

With the aim of finding a pharmaceutical preparation which is excellent in safety and can release active ingredients 
selectively in the large intestine, the inventors of the present invention have conducted extensive studies and found that 
drug release-controlling preparation suitable for the object can be produced by uniformly coating a drug-containing com- 
position with a coat film having a proper thickness, using a coating composition containing a copolymer which is excel- 
lent in film-forming property, can be specifically degraded or assimilated in the large intestine and is excellent in safety; 
or by making a drug and said copolymer Into a mixture (preferably a f flm). 

Furthermore, with the aim of finding a coating composition which mates it possible to prepare a pharmaceutical 
preparation and to form of an uniform coat film by a simple procedure using said copolymer, the present inventors have 
continued extensive studies and, as the result succeeded in accomplishing the coating composition of the present 
invention by dissolving or dispersing the aforementioned copolymer in a specific types of solvents with a specific mixing 
ratio. 

In the treatment of diseases which show a change to an Inflammatory lesion in the large intestine (e.g., ulcerative 
colitis and Crohn disease), H is expected that therapeutic effects could be increased and side effects could be reduced 
if the therapeutic drugs such as salazopyrin, 5-ASA, prednisolone and the like could be delivered selectively to the large 
intestine by oral administration. In consequence, the present inventors have conducted extensive studies with the aim 
of creating such an oral administration preparation effective for the treatment of inflammatory intestinal diseases such 
as ulcerative colitis and, as the result have accomplished a preparation for oral administration which is physically and 
chemically stable and substantially can keep a drug for the treatment of inflammatory intestinal diseases inside the prep- 
aration while passing through upper digestive tracts (he., the stomach and the small intestines) and can release the drug 
accurately and efficiently after reaching the large intestine, by coating a composition containing an Inflammatory intes- 
tinal disease treating drug with a coat f flm having a specific thickness, using a copolymer whose main chain Is corrposed 
of a saccharide which Is degraded or assimilated In the large intestine and certain compounds (an unexamined pub- 
lished Japanese patent application {koka/i No. 5-148348 corresponding to EP-A-542299) or using a composition con- 
taining said copolymer. 

DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION 

Accordingly, the present Invention provides a drug release-controlling preparation which comprises a copolymer 
comprising at least one structural unit represented by the general formula (i): 
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(wherein R represents a divalent organic group and R 1 represents a saccharide residue which is degraded or assimi- 
lated in the large intestine) and at least one structural unit represented by the general formula (II): 
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(wherein R represents a divalent organic group, X 1 and X 2 Independently represent an oxygen atom, an imino group or 
io a sulfur atom, and R 2 represents a saturated or unsaturated hydrocarbon group, a polyalkylene group, a polyalkylene 
glycol group, a polyarytene oxide group, a polyester group or a polyamide group), and a composition which contains an 
active ingredient, wherein said composition is coated with said copolymer. 

The present invention also provides a drug release-controlling preparation which comprises a mixture of an active 
ingredient and said copolymer. 
75 The present invention also provides a coating composition which comprises a solvent and a copolymer comprising 
at least one structural unit represented by the aforementioned general formula (I) and at least one structural unit repre- 
sented by the aforementioned general formula (II), said copolymer being dissolved and/or dispersed in said solvent 

The present invention also provides a large intestine-selective and efficient preparation for oral administration which 
is used in the treatment of Inflammatory intestinal diseases, which comprises a polymer that is degraded selectively in 
20 the large intestine, particularly a copolymer comprising at least one structural unit represented by the aforementioned 
general formula (I) and at least one structural unit represented by the aforementioned general formula (II), and a com- 
position containing a drug for the treatment of inflammatory intestinal diseases, wherein said composition is coated with 
said copolymer. 

The present invention also provides: 

25 

(1) the aforementioned drug release-controlling preparation and coating composition, wherein the aforementioned 
R 1 is an oligosaccharide residue which comprises at least two saccharide residues that are degraded or assimilated 
in the large intestine, 

(2) the aforementioned drug release-controlling preparation and coating composition, wherein the aforementioned 
so R 1 is a saccharide residue which is hydrolyzed by p-glucosidase, p-galactosidase or ^-glucuronidase, 

(3) the aforementioned drug release-controlling preparation and coating composition, wherein the aforementioned 
R* is a galacto-oligosaccharide residue, a f ructo-ofigosaccharlde residue or a soybean oligosaccharide residue, 

(4) the aforementioned drug release-controlling preparation and coating composition, wherein the aforementioned 
R 1 is a cellobiose residue, 

35 (5) the aforementioned drug release-controlling preparation ar^ coating conposhfon, wherdn the aforementi 

structural unit (I) of the polymer is a structural unit obtained by ester-bonding a dibasic add represented by HOOC- 
R-COOH and a saccharide represented by HO-R 1 -OH, and the aforementioned structural unit (IO of the polymer is 
a structural unit obtained by ester-bonding a dibasic acid represented by HOOC-R-COOH and a polyalkylene glycol 
represented by HO-R 2 -OH, 

<o (6) the aforementioned drug release-controlling preparation and coating composition, wherein the dibasic acid rep- 
resented by HOOC-R-COOH constituting the aforementioned structural unit (I) of the polymer is terephthalto acid 
or Isophthalic acid and the saccharide represented by HO-R 1 -OH constituting the same is cellobiose, and the diba- 
sic acid represented by HOOC-R-COOH constituting the aforementioned structural unit (II) of the polymer is tereph- 
thalic acid or isophthalic acid and the pofyalkyiene glycol represented by HO-R 2 -OH constituting the same is 

45 poiytetramethylene glycol or polypropylene glyool, 

(7) the aforementioned drug release-controlling preparation, wherein the coat film of the aforementioned copolymer 
has a thickness of approximately from 5 to 300 urn, 

(8) the aforementioned drug release-controlling preparation, wherein its dosage form is tablets, capsules or gran- 
ules, 

50 (9) the aforementioned drug release-controlling preparation, wherein the aforementioned drug for the treatment of 
inflammatory intestinal diseases is a steroid drug or a pharmaceutical^ acceptable salt thereof, 
(tO) the aforementioned drug release-controlling preparation, wherein the aforementioned drug for the treatment of 
inflammatory intestinal diseases is prednisolone or a pharmaceutical^ acceptable salt thereof, 

(11) the aforementioned drug release-controlling preparation, wherein the aforementioned drug for the treatment of 
55 inflammatory intestinal diseases is aminosalicylic acid or an aminosalicylic acid derivative, or a pharmaceutical^ 

acceptable salt thereof, 

(12) the aforementioned coating composition, wherein the aforementioned copolymer is dissolved and/or dispersed 
in a sorvent in a concentration of from 0.1 to 50% by weight based on the total weight of the coating composition, 
and 
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(13) the aforementioned coating composition, wherein said solvent comprises at least one solvent selected from 
the group consisting of water, alcohols having 1 to S carbon atoms, aromatic hydrocarbons, esters, ketones, ethers, 
halides and glycols. 

5 The present invention provides a drug release-controlling preparation in which the aforementioned copolymer to be 
used as its coat film contains a saccharide which is degraded or assimilated specifically in the large intestine, so that it 
Is resistant against chemical and enzymatic degradation In the stomach and small intestines and can release an active 
ingredient (e.g., a drug or other biologically active substance) in the large intestine selectively and accurately. 

The present invention is a drug release-controlling preparation which is obtained by coating a composition contain- 
to ing an active ingredient (e.g., a drug or other biologically active substance) with a coating composition containing the 
aforementioned copolymer in a proper film thickness. The proper film thickness is selected in accordance with the shape 
and size of the composition which contains an active ingredient and the like and the intended site to which the active 
ingredient is delivered. 

Also, the present invention is a drug release-controlling preparation which is characterized in that thickness of the 

is coat f flm comprising the aforementioned copolymer is 5 \im or more and 300 jim or less. 

If the coat film is too thin with respect to the pharmaceutical preparation of the present invention coated with a base 
material containing a copolymer which is specifically degraded or assimilated by a saccharide-hydrolyzing enzyme, it is 
disintegrated and its active ingredient is released before the preparation reaches the large intestine due to friction and 
the Bke caused by the movement in the digestive tracts and its contact with contents in the tracts. For example, when 

20 the coat film thickness is less than 5 |im, most portion of the preparation is disintegrated in the upper digestive tracts to 
release Its active ingredient When the f flm thickness is 5 iim or more and less than 20 urn, disintegration of several % 
to a little over 10% of the administered preparation is observed in the upper digestive tracts and, when leaked active 
ingredient is taken into consideration, the part which is not biologically utilized reaches 10 to 20%. However, disintegra- 
tion of the preparation and leakage of its active ingredient do not occur in the upper digestive tracts when coated with 

25 a flm thickness of 20 jim or more. In addition, the period of time until the preparation coated with the aforementioned 
copolymer-containing base material is disintegrated after reaching the large intestine is dependent upon the film thick- 
ness, and the preparation is excreted before it is disintegrated to release the active ingredient when the coat f 0m is too 
thick. In fact all preparations were disintegrated and its active ingredient was released in the large intestine when the 
film thickness was 20 jun or more and 150 urn or less. However, excretion of a smaB number of preparations without 

so disintegration is observed when the thickness is more than 150 urn and equal to or lower than 300 Jim, and most prep- 
arations are excreted without disintegration and the active ingredient are not released when the film thickness exceeds 
300 |ira 

In consequence, thickness of the coat film suitable for effecting selective and accurate release of an active Ingredi- 
ent such as a drug or other biologically active substance in the large intestine is preferably Sum or more and equal to 

as or lower than 300 jim, more preferably 10 >im or more and equal to or lower than 200 urn, most preferably 20 |un or 
more and equal to or lower than 1 50 urn 

The present invention also provides a coating composition used In the delivery system of an active ingredient or 
other biologically active substance to the large intestine, which comprises a copolymer comprising a saccharide which 
is degraded or assimilated In the targe intestine and having resistance against chemical and enzymatic degradation in 

40 the stomach and small intestines is dissolved or dispersed in a solvent 

Since the copolymer used in the present invention is excellent in solvent solubility and (or) dispersing ability, han- 
dling a! the time of the production of a pharmaceutical preparation can be simple and easy, and an uniform coat film 
can be formed stably and the production loss is extremely small. In addition, compositions having different volatility and 
viscosity at the same concentration can be produced by the use of a mixture system of various 6dvents, and the disso- 

45 lution concentration and dispersion concentration can be controlled at will by changing the kinds and mixing ratio of the 
solvents. In consequence, the coating composition of the present invention can be used as a coating material for the 
production of large intestine-selective release preparations and is characterized in that the aforementioned copolymer 
Is dissolved or dispersed in a solvent in an amount ol from 0.1 to 50% (% by weight unless otherwise noted, % as used 
in this specification means % by weight) based on the total weight of the coating composition. 

so Next, the copolymer to be used In the present invention is described 

The copolymer to be used in the present invention is a copolymer which comprises at least one structural unit rep- 
resented by the general formula (I): 
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(wherein R represents a divalent organic group and R 1 represents a saccharide residue which is degraded or assiml- 
w lated in the targe intestine) and at least one structural unit represented by the general formula (II): 

0 0 

II I 

r5 -C-R-C-X l -R 2 -X 2 - (II) 



(wherein R represents a divalent organic group, X 1 and X 2 independently represent an oxygen atom, an imino group or 
20 a sulfur atom, and R 2 represents a saturated or unsaturated hydrocarbon group, a polyalkylene group, a polyaikyiene 
glycol group, a polyarylene oxide group, a polyester group or a polyamide group). 

The copolymer used in the present invention is not particularly limited to a straight chain copolymer and may have 
a partially branched or cross-linked structure, with the proviso that required dosage forms can be produced. It is possible 
to produce a copolymer mainly composed of a straight chain structure having a low degree of branching or cross-linking, 
26 making use of the difference in reactivities of primary and secondary alcohols in oligomers during the production steps. 
In that case, when a gelated substance (cross-linked body having a network structure) is partially formed, it can be 
removed by dissolving the product in a solvent and f Otering off the insoluble matter. In addition, the copolymer may be 
either a random copolymer or a block copolymer. 

Though not particularly limited, molecular weight of the copolymer may be in the range of preferably from 2,000 to 
so 1 ,000,000, more preferably from 5,000 to 500,000, most preferably from 10,000 to 300,000. 

Unless otherwise noted, the term "molecular weight" as used herein means weight average molecular weight which, 
for example, can be measured as 6tyrene-based weight average molecular weight by known methods. 

Copolymerization ratio of the two structural units (I) and (10 as their molar ratio may be within the range of preferably 
from 1 $9 to 99:1 , more preferably from 5:95 to 8020, most preferably from 1 0:90 to 70:30. Binding direction of the struc- 
ss tural units (I) and (II) Is not particularly limited. 

Preferably, the copolymer of the present invention comprises at least 2 units of the structural unit represented by 
the formula (I) and at least 1 unit of the structural unit represented by the formula (II). 

The structural unit represented by the general formula (I) is obtained by allowing a dibasic actd represented by 
HOOC-R-COOH to form ester bonds with a saccharide represented by HO-R 1 -OH. 
40 A large variety of bacteria are present in the large intestine, and recent studies have revealed that these bacteria 
can ferment and utilize hardly digestible saccharides which cannot or can hardly be digested and absorbed In the 
human body, so that such saccharides previously thought to be unusable in the human body are absorbed through this 
process. In addition, the presence of specific saccharide-hydrolyzing enzymes in the large intestine has been drawing 
attention through studies on the formation of carcinogenic substances in the human body. Examples of such hydrolases 
45 include saccharide hydrclyzing enzymes such as p-glucosidase, p-galactosfdase and ^glucuronidase, as well as xyla- 
nase, p-gtucanase, galactomannanase, polygalacturonase, mudnase, chondroitin lyase, carboxymethylcellulase, eel- 
lulase, porygalacturonate lyase and the like. 

The saccharide represented by HO-R 1 -OH is a hardly digestible saccharide composed of 2 or more and preferably 
100 or less, more preferably 50 or less, most preferably 10 or less of saccharide residues, which is degraded or assim- 
so ilated in the large intestine. R 1 represents a saccharide residue of such saccharide. The term "hardly digestible saccha- 
ride" as used herein means a saccharide which is hardly digested and absorbed or not digested in the human small 
intestines. 

Examples of such saccharide include those which are hydroiyzed by the aforementioned enzymes. The illustrative 
examples thereof include, though not particularly limited, galacto-oligosacchartdes in which several molecules of galac- 
65 tose are linked to the galactose residue of lactose by p-1 ,4 or p-1 ,6 bonding (e.g., 6'-gatactosyl lactose, 4'-galactosyl 
lactose, and the like): fructo-oJigosaccharides in which several molecules of fructose are linked to the fructose residue 
of sucrose by a-1 or p-2 bonding (ag., 1 -kestose, nlstose, and the like): soybean oligosaccharides In which several mol- 
ecules of galactose are linked to the glucose residue of sucrose by p-1 ,6 bonding (e.g., raffinose, stachyose, and the 
like); xyio-oligosaccharides In which several molecules of xylose are linked by p-1 ,4 bonding (e.g., xylobiose, xylotriose, 
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and the like); feomaltooOgosaccharides in which several molecules of glucose are (inked to the non-reducing glucose 
of iso maltose by a-1 ,4 or a-1 ,6 b riding (e.g., isomaltose, isomaJtotriose, panose, and the like); oligocellulose in which 
several molecules of glucose are linked by p-1,4 bonding (e.g., cellobios , cellotriose and the like); disaccharide alco- 
hols such as lactose, lactosucrose. lacturose. palatinose, melezitose, turanose, melfoiose, maftrtol, tactitol. isomalfrtol, 

s glucopyranosyhx-1 ,6-mannitd and the like; and cartxwymethylceflulose, guar gum, tragacanth gum, xytan and the (ike. 
Among these saccharides, saccharides, galacto-oligosaccharides. fructo-oligosaccha rides or soybean oligosac- 
charides which are hydrolyzed by p-glucosWase, p-galactoskJase or p-gtucuronWase are preferred. Especially, saccha- 
rides composed of 5 or less saccharide residues such as ceDobiose, lactose, raffinose, stachyose and the like are 
preferred, more preferably disaccharides, most preferably cellobiosa These saccharides are available as commercial 

io products. 

These saccharides may be modified with an acyl group (RCO- wherein R is a hydrocarbon group) such as acetyl, 
proptonyl, stearoyl, phthaloyl, adipoyl, malonyl , benzoyl or the (ike; an alkyi group such as methyl, ethyl or the like group; 
or a hydroxyalkyl group such as hydroxyethyf , hydroxypropyt or the like. The number of molecules of these modification 
groups to be linked to the saccharide is not particularly limited, provided that at least two unmodified hydroxy) groups 
is remain in one molecule of the saccharide, and the saccharide may be modified with one or more kinds of modification 
groups. 

The copolymer of the present invention may contain two or more kinds of the aforementioned saccharide HO-R 1 - 
OH, but preferably one kind. 

In the dibasic add represented by HOOC-R-COOH, R represents a divalent organic group or a single bond, and 
20 examples of such an organic group include aromatic hydrocarbons and derivatives thereof (preferably those having 6 
to 30 carbon atoms), aliphatic hydrocarbons and derivatives thereof (preferably those having 1 to 30 carbon atoms) and 
alicyclic hydrocarbons and derivatives thereof (preferably those having 3 to 30 carbon atoms). Illustrative examples of 
the aromatic hydrocarbon include a benzene ring, a naphthalene ring, 1,2-bisphenoxyethane and the like, those of the 
aliphatic hydrocarbon include methylene, ethylene, propylene, butyfene and the like and those of the alicyclic hydrocar- 
25 bon include cyclohexane and the like. Though not particularly limited, illustrative examples of the dibasic add indude 
preferably aromatic dibasic acids such as terephthaltc add, (sophthaiic add, 4 ( 4 , -dicarboxybiphenyl, 2,&dicarboxynaptv 
thalene, 1,2^s(phenoxy)ethane-4.4 > Kiicarboxyllcadd, 1,24>i^2-chlorophenGxy)etha^ acid and the 

like; aliphatic dibasic adds such as adipic add, 1,10-decanecficarboxylic add, (Methylmalonic add, fumaric add, maleic 
actd, oxalic add and the like; and alicyclic dibasic adds 6uch as cydohexane diactd and the lik* more preferably tereph- 
30 thalic add, isophthafic acid, adipic acid and oxalic add, most preferably terephthalic actd and isophthalic acid. 

The copolymer of the present invention may contain two or more of these dibasic adds, and R in the structural unit 
represented by the general formula (I) and R in the structural unit represented by the general formula (10 may be the 
same or different from each other, but preferable the sama 

On the other hand, the structural unit represented by the general formula (II) is obtained by bonding the aforemen- 
35 tioned dibasic add represented by HOOC-R-COOH to a compound represented by H-X^R^-H. 

R 2 represents an unsaturated hydrocarbon group, a saturated hydrocarbon group (except for polyalkylene). a poly- 
alkylene group, a polyalkylene glycol, a polyaryiene oxide group, a polyester group or a polyamide group. 

The following illustratively describes the compound H-tf-rt 2 * 2 * by dividing it into four types (general formulae 
(III) to (VIII)). 

40 

(1) A compound represented by the general formula (HQ 

H-x'-tf-tf-H (iii) 

45 wherein X 1 and X 2 independently represent an oxygen atom, an Imino group or a sulfur atom, R 3 represents a sat- 
urated hydrocarbon group (preferably having 1 to 30 carbon atoms) or an unsaturated hydrocarbon group (prefer- 
ably having 2 to 30 carbon atoms). That is, a saturated or unsaturated hydrocarbon compound having a hydrcocyl 
group, an amino group or a thiol group independently on its both ends. Its illustrative examples indude alkylene 
glycols such as ethylene glycol, propylene glycol, 1,2-butanediol, 1,3-butanediol, 1,4-butanedIol and the like; 

so alkylene diamines such as hexamethylenediamine, ethylenediamine, tetramethylenecfiamine and the like; aJkane 
dithlols such as 1,4-butanedrthiol, ethanedithiol and the like; aromatic diols 6uch as 1.4-hydroquinone, 1,3-hydro- 
quinone. 2,7-dihydroxynaphthalene. catechol, 1,3-di(hydroxymethyl)benzene and the like; and aromatic diamines 
such as 1,4-diaminobenzena, 3,5-diaminotoluene and the like. 

(2) A compound represented by the general formula (IV): 

55 

H-X 1 -(R 4 0) n -R 5 -X 2 -H (IV) 

wherein X 1 and X 2 are as defined above. R 4 and R 5 independently represent an alkylene group (preferably those 
having 1 to 10 carbon atone) oranaryt group (preferably those having 6 to 20 carbon atoms) and n is an integer 
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of 1 to 100. That is. a polyalkylene glycol or a pciyarylene oxide having a hydroxyl group, an amino group or a thiol 
group on their both ends. Their illustrative examples indude derivatives of polyethylene glycol, polypropylene glycol, 
pofytetramethytene glycol, polyphenylene oxide and the like, each having a hydroxyl group, an amino group or a 
thiol group on its both ends. 

(3) A compound represented by the general formula (V) or (VI): 



0 0 

a i 

H-X l - ( CH 2 ) p C- ( X 3 ( CH 2 ) p C ) a -X*-R 6 - 

0 0. 
-X 3 - ( C ( CH 2 ) p X 6 ) r C ( CH 2 ) p -X*-H ( V ) 



0 0 

" I • 6 

H -X l -R 6 -X 5 ( C ( CH 2 ) p X 6 ) L -C ( CH 2 ) p -X 2 -H (VI ) 



(wherein X 1 and X 2 are as defined above. X 3 and X 6 independently represent an oxygen atom or an imino group. 
X 4 and X 5 independently represent an oxygen atom, a sulfur atom or an imino group, R 6 represent an aikylene 
group (preferably those having 1 to 20 carbon atoms), a cfivaJent group of an aromatic compound (preferably those 
having 2 to 20 carbon atoms) or an aikylene glycol group (preferably those having 6 to 20 carbon atoms), m and L 
are Independently an integer of 0 to 100 and p is an integer of 1 to 1 2, and R 6 and R 5 in the formula (V) are linked 
byasingleboncO.oracompourxJrepresertedbythegenem 



0 0 0 0 

ID 'I I 

H-X l -R 7 -X 4 -(CR 5 CX 3 R 9 X 6 ) q -CR a C-X 3 -R 10 .X 2 -H (VII) 

(wherein X 1 , X 2 , X 3 . X 4 , X s and X 6 are as defined above, R 7 . F? and R 10 are independently an aikylene group (pref- 
erably those having 1 to 20 carbon atoms) or a divalent group of an aromatic compound, R 8 represents* divalent 
organic group and q is an integer of 1 to 100). That is, when X 3 and X 6 are oxygen atoms, it is a polyester having 
a hydroxyl group, an amino group or a thiol group independently on its both ends, such as poly e-caprotactone. pol- 
ygrycdic acid, poiyiactic acid, polyethylene terephthaiate, polybutylene terephthalate. polyethylene adipate and the 
like, each having a hydroxyl group, an amino group or a thiol group on its both ends and, when X 3 and X 6 are imino 
groups, it Is a polyamlde having a hydroxyl group, an amino group or a thiol group Independently on its both ends, 
such as poly e-caprolactam, hexamethyienediamine-adfcic acid copolymer and the like, each having a hydroxyl 
group, an amino group or a thiol group on its both ends. 
(4) A compound represented by the general formula (VIII): 

HOC'KCHaCR^R'VX 2 * (VIII) 

(wherein X 1 and X 2 are as defined above, R 1 1 and R 12 are independently a hydrogen atom, an alkyf group, an acetyl 
group, a phenyl group, a phenyl group substituted with 1 to 4 alkyf groups or nitro groups, a naphthalene group, a 
carboxyl group, a carboxymethyl group, a carboxyethyl group, a carbaxyisopropyt group, a carboxy-2-hydroxypropyl 
group, a methoxycarbonyl group, an ethoxycarbonyl group, an isopropoxycarbonyl group, a 1 -hydroxy ethoxycarb- 
onyl group or a 2-hydroxypropoxycarbonyl group and r is an integer of 1 to 1.000. That is. a polyalkytene having a 
hydroxyl group, an amino group or a thiol group independently on its both ends, fts illustrative examples include 
polystyrene, polyvinyl acetate, methyl polymethacrylate, hydraxyethyl pdymethacrytate and the like, each having a 
hydroxyl group, an amino group or a thiol group on Its both ends* 
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These compounds can be prepare, for example, in the following manner. The compounds of the general formulae 
(III) and (IV) can be obtained, for example, as commercial products. The compound of general formula (V) can be pre- 
pared, for example, by ring-opening polymerization of caprolactone or the like using ethylene glycol or the like as an 
initiator. The compound of general formula (VI) can be prepared, for example, by ring-opening polymerization of capro- 
lactone or the like using one side-protected ethylene glycol or the like as an initiator. The compound of general formula 
(VII) can be prepared, for example, by condensation of a dibasic acid with ethylene glycol, ethylenediamine or the like. 
The compound of genera! formula (VIII), such as polystyrene, polyvinyl acetate, methyl polymethacrylate or the like, can 
be obtained, for example, as a commercial product. 

These compounds illustrated above are only examples and the compounds represented by H-X^-X^H are not 
restricted thereby. A polyether having a hydroxy! group on its both ends, such as polypropylene glycol or polytetrame- 
thytene glycol, or a polyester having hydroxy! group on its both ends, such as e-caprolactone or poiygiycolic acid, Is most 
desirable as a compound having improved solvent solubility and high safety. Preferably, the structural unit (0 of the afore- 
mentioned copolymer is a structural unit obtained by the ester bonding of a dibasic acid represented by HOOC-R- 
COOH and a saccharide represented by HO- R 1 -OH, and the structural unit (II) is a structural unit obtained by the ester 
bonding of a dibasic acid represented by HOOC-R-COOH and a polyalkylene glycol represented by HO-R 2 -OH. More 
preferably, the dibasic acid represented by HOOC-R-COOH constituting the structural unit (I) of the aforementioned 
copolymer is terephthatic acid or isophthafic acid and the saccharide represented by HO-R 1 -OH constituting the same 
is cellobiose. and the dibasic acid represented by HOOC-R-COOH constituting the structural unit (II) is terephthalic acid 
or isophthalic acid and the polyalkylene glycol represented by HO-R 2 -OH constituting the same is polytetramethyfene 
glycol or polypropylene glycol. 

Synthesis of the copolymer used in the present invention having such structural units is carried out In accordance 
with a known method (K. Kurita etaL, d Polymer Chem Ed, 18, 365, (1980)). That is, a saccharide, a copofymerizable 
compound and chloride of a dibasic acid are allowed to react one another, preferably at about 17°C, in a non-volatile 
aprotic polar solvent 6uch as dimethyl sulfoxide (DMSO), N.N-dimethytformamfde (DMF), N,N-dimethytacetamtde 
(DMAc) or the like, using a tertiary amine such as pyridine, triethylamine or the like as a proton removing agent. 

Suitable solvent for use in the coating composition of the present invention can optionally be selected taking Hs 
desired concentration (0.1 to 50% (w/w, the same shad apply hereinafter)), volatility and film-forming property into con* 
sideration and, though not particularly limited, it may be at least one solvent selected from the group consisting of water, 
an alcohol having 1 to 5 carbon atoms, an aromatic hydrocarbon, an ester, a ketone, an ether, a halide, an olefin, an 
amide, an oxide and a glycol, preferably at least one solvent selected from the group consisting of water, an alcohol 
having 1 to 5 carbon atoms, an aromatic hydrocarbon, an ester, a ketone, an ether, a halide and a glycol. More prefer- 
ably, it may be at least one solvent or a mixture of two or more solvents selected from the group consisting of ethylene 
glycol, dichloromethane. dichloroethana, chloroform, methanol, ethanol, 1-propanof, 2-propanol, 1-butanol, 2-butanol. 
tert-butyt alcohol, 1*pentanol. toluene, xylene, methyl acetate, ethyl acetate, propyl acetate, isopropyi acetate, butyl ace- 
tate, isobutyl acetate, pentyl acetate, isopentyl acetate, acetone, diisobutyl ketone, methyl ethyl ketone and tetrahydro- 
f uran; and most preferably it is tetrahydrofuran; a mixed solvent of methanol, ethanol or 2-propanol with toluene; a mixed 
solvent of methanol, ethanol or 2-propanol with ethyl acetate; a mixed solvent of methanol, ethanol or 2-propanol with 
methyl ethyl ketone; a mixed solvent of dichloromethane or chloroform with methanol; a mixed solvent of dichlorometh- 
ane or chloroform with ethanol; water; a solvent selected from alcohols having 1 to 5 carbon atoms; methyl ethyl ketone; 
and a mixed solvent of methanol, ethanol or 2-propanol with acetone. 

Concentration of the copolymer in the coating composition of the present invention varies depending on the com- 
position of the copolymer and (or) the composition of the solvent and Is not particularly limited, but, when solubility or 
dispersion ability of the copolymer In the solvent and its workability as a coating agent are taken into consideration, its 
concentration may be within the range of preferably from 0.1 to 50% by weight more preferably from 1 to 30% by weight, 
based on the total weight of the coating composition. When concentration of the copolymer is less than 0. 1% by weight, 
it will cause problems in that a large amount of solvent is required, pin holes are apt to be formed in the resulting coat 
film due to the increased amount of solvent and the number of times of the cyclic operation Increases until a desired 
coat film is obtained. When the concentration is larger than 50% by weight, fluidity of the coating composition becomes 
poor due to increased viscosity, thus entailing decreased operation ability and inferior uniformity of the coat film. 

The composition of the present invention Is obtained by adding the aforementioned copolymer to a solvent and stir* 
ring the mixture to effect dissolution or dispersion of the copolymer. If necessary, the dissolution time can be shortened 
by heating the mixture in an appropriate concentration or finely pulverizing the aforementioned copolymer. 

In addition to the aforementioned copolymer, a drug-containing corrposition and the drug release-controlling prep- 
aration and coating composition of the present invention may be further blended with various pharmaceutical^ accept- 
able compounding agents conventionally used in this field, such as an active ingredient, an excfpient, a binding agent, 
a lubricating agent a coagulation-preventing agent a disintegrating agent a foaming agent an absorption-enhancing 
agent a stabilizing agent, an active ingredient-sofubiiizing aid, a plasticizer and, as occasion demands, a high polymer 
substance other than the aforementioned copolymer. 
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Examples of the axctpient include saccharides 6uch as sucrose, lactose, mannitol, glucose, 6tarch, crystalline cel- 
lulose and the like and calcium phosphate, calcium sulfate, calcium lactate and the like. Examples of the binding agent 
include polyvinyl alcohol, pdyacrytic acid, polymethacrylic acid, polyvinyl pynrolidone, glucose, sucrose, lactose, mal- 
tose, sorbitol, mannitol, hydroxy ethylcellulose, hydroxypropylmethylcellulose. hydroxypropylcellulose, macrogols. aca- 
cia, gelatin, agar, starch and the like. Examples of the lubricating agent include stearic acid, talc and the like. As the 
coagulation-preventing agent, lubricating agents described above (e.g.. stearic add, talc and the like) are used prefer- 
ably, as well as soft silicic anhydride, aqueous silicon dioxide and the like. Examples of the disintegrating agent include 
crystalline cellulose, carbaxymethylcellulose, carbaxymethylcellulose salts, starch, hydroxypropylstarch, carboxymeth- 
ytstarch sodium, tragacanth gum and the like. Examples of the foaming agent include sodium bicarbonate, tartaric acid 
and the like. Examples of the absorption enhancing agent include surface active agents such as higher alcohols, higher 
fatty acids, glycerol fatty acid ester and the like. Examples of the stabilizing agent include benzoic acid, 6odium ben- 
zoate, ethyl paraoxybenzoate and the like. Examples of the active ingredierrt-solubilizing aid include organic adds such 
as fumaric add. succinic add, malic acid and the like. Examples of the plasticizer include polyethylene glycol, polypro- 
pylene glycol, polytetramethylene ether glycol, glyceric add ester, sucrose ester, castor oil, triethyl citrate, triacetin and 
the like. Examples of the high polymer substance other than the aforementioned copolymer indude ethylcellulose, 
methacryGc add copolymers, polyethylene glycol, polypropylene glycol, shellac and the like. 

The coating composition of the present invention is a composition in which the aforementioned copolymer is dis- 
solved or cfispersed in an appropriate solvent Since the copolymer of the present invention is degraded or assimilated 
specifically in the large intestine, a pharmaceutical preparation prepared using the composition of the present invention 
can release its active ingredient selectively in the large intestine with preventing the active ingredient from its degrada- 
tion by digestive enzymes, resulting in accumulation of the active Ingredient in the large intestine In a high concentration 
and enhancement of its absorption from the large intestine, so that the inventive composition can be used as a coating 
agent for pharmaceutical preparation for improving the bioavailability of pharmaceutical^ active ingredients. The term 
"coating agent for pharmaceutical preparation" as used herein indudes outer coating agents for sdtd preparations for 
oral administration (tablets, (panules, pills, capsules and the like) and sheet preparations in which drugs are embedded. 

When the coating composition of the present invention is used as an outer coating agent a separately produced 
drug-containing composition is coated with the aforementioned coating composition by a pan coating or fluid ized coat- 
ing methods. 

The coat film obtained by using the coating composition of the present invention can be prepared into desired thick- 
ness, and the film thickness necessary for its specific and accurate disintegration in the large intestine may be preferably 
from 5 to 300 urn, more preferably from 10 to 200 jxm, most preferably from 20 to 1 50 ]ur\. 

When the composition of the present invention is used as a sheet preparation, fims are prepared from the afore- 
mentioned coating composition using a film-forming apparatus in the usual way. For example, each of a base material 
containing the aforementioned copolymer, an active ingredient a plasticizer, a stabilizing agent an absorption enhanc- 
ing agent and the like; or a base material containing the aforementioned copolymer and a drug-containing composition 
comprising an active ingredient a plasticizer, a stabilizing agent an absorption enhancing agent and the like are dis- 
solved or dispersed in a 1 :1 (weight ratio) mixed solution of ethyl acetate and ethanol or a 1 :1 (weight ratio) mixed solu- 
tion of dichtoromethane and ethanol, which is injected into a film-forming apparatus to form a coat film, and the thus 
formed coat film Is dried to obtain a film sheet. By finely pulverizing the thus obtained film sheet, a mixture of a base 
material containing the aforementioned copolymer, an active ingredient a plasticizer, a stabilizing agent an absorption 
• enhancing agent and the like or a mixture of a base material containing the aforementioned copolymer and a drug-con- 
taining composition comprising an active ingredient, a plasticizer, a stabilizing agent an absorption enhancing agent 
and the like Is prepared and packed in capsules and the like. As occasion demands, not only the aforementioned copol- 
ymer but also one or more of other high polymer substances (e.g., ethyl cellulose, methacrylic add copolymers and the 
like) and (or) a plastidzer (pdyethylene glycol or the like) may be mixed. 

As the dosage form of the drug release-controlling preparation of the present invention, coated preparations coated 
with a base material containing the aforementioned copolymer are induded. Since the aforementioned copolymer is 
degraded or assimilated specifically in the large intestine, degradation of drugs by digestive enzymes can be prevented 
by releasing them selectively in the large intestine and their absorption from the large intestine can be accelerated by 
accumulating them In the large intestine in a high concentration, so that the copolymer can be applied to coating prep- 
arations with the aim of improving the bioavailability of such drugs. The term "coating preparations" as used herein 
indude drug-containing compositions, preferably pharmaceutical preparations prepared by coating solid preparations 
for oral administration (e.g., tablets, granules, pills, capsules and the like) with the aforementioned coating composition, 
and sheet preparations in which drugs are embedded. 

AD active substances such as drugs and other biologically active substances can be used with no particular limita- 
tion as drugs to be made into pharmaceutical preparations in the present invention, provided that the object thereof is 
to target the large intestine. Examples of such active ingredients indude large intestine ulcer-treating drugs 6uch as 
prednisolone, 5-aminosalicyfic acid and the like and derivatives thereof, cardnostatfc agents such as bleomycin and the 
like which show significant effects on large intestine cancer, protein or peptide drugs such as insulin, vasopressin, cal- 
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citonia human granulocyte colony-stimulating factor (G-CSF). erythropoietin, various types of interleuWns and the like, 
guanicOnobenzoic acid derivatives such as gabexate mesilate, camostat mesilate, nafamostat mesiiate and the Dke and 
anti-inflammatory drugs such as aspirin and the like. 

The present invention also relates to a drug release-controlling preparation which contains an inflammatory intes- 

5 tinai disease-treating agent as its active ingredient 

The inflammatory intestinal disease-treating agent according to the present invention is not particularly limited, pro- 
vided that it exerts desired drug effect by its topical administration to the inflammation region or surrounding area thereof 
in the large intestine. Illustrative examples of such agents include steroid drugs such as prednisolone and the like, an 
ulcerative colitis-treating agent such as salazopyrin or 5-ASA which is considered to be its active body, derivatives 

w thereof and not only their acid addition salts and hydrochlorides but also other organic add salts and inorganic salts 
thereof, as well as their alkali metal salts with K, Na and the like and alkaline earth metal salts with Ca, Mg and the like 
which are formed by the caiboxyl group in the molecule. Also included are non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs such 
as indomethacin and the like and similar anti-inflammatory drugs which have the activity to inhibit arachidonic acid 
metabolism, arachidonic acid metabolite antagonists such as LTB4 antagonist and the like, active oxygen-eliminating 

15 agents such as superoxide mutase and the like, active oxygen formation-inhibiting agents such as ascorbic acid and 
the like and cytokine antagonists such as interieukin 1 antagonist and the like. In addition, pharmaceutical^ acceptable 
salts of these drugs are also included. 

The following describes the present invention further in detail with reference to prednisolone as the inflammatory 
intestinal disease-treating agent. 

20 Prednisolone has been used widely as an anti-inflammatory disease-treating agent and also as an inflammatory 
intestinal disease-treating agent solely or in combination with an ulcerative colitis-treating agent, salazopyrin. Its admin- 
istration form include oral administration, Intravenous injection, rectal administration and intestinal administration. Its 
oral administration or intravenous injection can show therapeutic effects but causes serious problem of generating side 
effects due to the systemic administration. On the other hand, it is known that high therapeutic effects are obtained by 

25 its rectal administration. However, this route of administration is effective only when inf lammation is found in the rectum, 
so that its application range is limited. It is known also that high therapeutic effects can be obtained by its intestinal 
administration, particularly in patients and serious cases having inflammation in the lower part of the large intestine, but 
it causes problems in that the administration method is complex, imposes a burden on patients and is not effective in 
the case of inflammation in relatively upper part of the large intestine. 

so In view of the above, a pharmaceutical preparation which can be administered topically to intestinal inflammation 
regions which similar to the recta) or intestinal administration but via its oral administration and also which does not 
cause generation of systemic side effects by the absorption of steroid components from the upper part of the digestive 
tracts, namely a preparation which makes it possible to selectively administer drugs into the large intestine by oral 
administration, becomes an effective agent for the treatment of inflammatory intestinal diseases, particularly ulcerative 

35 colitis and large intestine type Crohn disease. In order to realize this object, large intestine-selective pharmaceutical 
preparations produced making use of enteric base materials have been reported, but their effects are not sufficient. 

In the present invention, an attempt was made to develop a new oral administration preparation by applying a base 
material which is degraded in the large intestine, as a means to realize selective delivery of prednisolone into the large 
intestine. As the application forms of a base material which is degraded in the large intestine, it may be used as a raw 

40 material of tablets, pills and the like or as a coating base material, but a release-controlling preparation in which a pol- 
ymer that degrades in the targe intestine is used as a coating material is more preferable when release of a drug after 
reaching the large intestine and its combination with other preparation techniques (for example, the use of a swelling 
material as a material of tablets) are taken into consideration. 

In general, when a pharmaceutical preparation utilizing polymer degradable in the large intestine is coated with the 

45 polymer In a specific film thickness a more, it can be made Into an oral administration preparation which is physically 
and chemically stable in the upper digestive tracts, namely the stomach and the small intestines, and can reach the 
large intestine while substantially keeping an inflammatory intestinal disease-treating drug inside the preparation. 

However, In order to realize effective release of prednisolone as the active Ingredient after reaching the large intes- 
tine, it is quite important to design the dosage form taking into consideration disintegration property of the coat layer 

so and release of the active Ingredient in the reached area, for example by adjusting thickness of the coated layer. The 
inventors of the present invention have created an oral solid preparation which is completely stable physically and chem- 
ically in the upper digestive tracts, can keep prednisolone substantially as such inside the preparation and is able to 
release prednisolone from the preparation accurately after reaching the large intestine and before excreting from the 
body, by coating a prednisolone-contalning drug-containing composition with a polymer whose main chain is comprised 

55 of a saccharide which is degraded or assimilated in the large intestine and certain compounds or with a coat-forming 
composition containing said polymer, and by controlling the coat layer to a specific thickness. That is, it was found that 
it is preferable to control thickness of the coat film within the range of from 5 to 300 Jim depending on the dosage form 
of each drug-containing composition (tablets, granules, pills, capsules or the like) which contains an inflammatory intes* 
tinai disease treating drug, though the proper thickness varies depending on each dosage form. When the coat fOm 
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thickness is smaller than the above range, the preparation is disintegrated and its active ingredient r$ released before 
the preparation reaches the large intestine due to friction and the like caused by the movement in the digestive tracts 
and its contact with contents in the tracts. Also, when the thickness is larger than the above range, the preparation is 
excreted from the body before the active ingredient is released by degradation of the coat tint 

In the case of the inflammatory intestinal disease treating agent it is important that the drug released from the prep- 
aration directly act upon the inflammation tissue or its surrounding area from the viewpoint of exerting its proper thera- 
peutic effects. In consequence, it is exceedingly important to design the dosage form in accordance with each 
inflammatory condition of the inflammatory intestinal disease to be treated. In other words, a preparation which releases 
prednisolone as soon as the preparation reaches the large intestine is preferable for the purpose of treating a disease 
in which the inflammation region is located in the relatively upper part of the large intestine, and a preparation which 
releases prednisolone after a certain period of time after the preparation reaches the large intestine is preferable for the 
purpose of treating a disease in which the inflammation region is located in the relatively lower part of the large intestine. 
When inflammation is distributed wholly in the large intestine, a preparation is desirable which releases prednisolone 
continuously after it is delivered to the large intestine until excreted from the body. 

Such types of oral administration preparations are realized by more precisely controlling thickness of the aforemen- 
tioned coat layer. That is. a film thickness of 5 to 1 00 jim is preferable for the purpose of treating an inflammatory intes- 
tinal disease in the relatively upper part of the large intestine, a film thickness of 50 to 300 pm is preferable for the 
purpose of treating an inflammatory intestinal disease in which the inflammatory region is located in the relatively lower 
part and a film thickness of 30 to 1 50 \im is preferable when the inflammation is distributed in the whole large intestine. 
In this connection, although the thickness in the above ranges causes no practical and functional problems, a coat layer 
having uniform thickness is preferable in these preparations having controlled coat layer thickness. 

In addition, when the dosage form is granules tor the treatment of an inflammatory intestinal disease in which the 
inflammation is distributed in the entire large intestine, the granules may be coated with films having different thick- 
nesses. That is, an oral administration preparation having high therapeutic effects can be produced by packing capsules 
with a granule preparation prepared by mixing a preparation having a relatively thin coat layer thickness with a prepa- 
ration having a relatively thick coat layer thickness or a mixturejhereof. 

BEST MODE OF CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION 

The following Reference Examples, Examples, Comparative Examples and Test Examples are provided to further 
illustrate the present invention, but not by way of limitation. In the following description, ratio, percentage and the Oka 
are by weight unless otherwise noted. 

Reference Example 1 

342 mg (1.0 mmol) of ceitobiose. 2.0 g (2.0 mmol) of polytetramethyfene glycol (PTMG; average molecular weight 
1 ,000) and 0.48 ml (6.0 mmol) of pyridine were stirred in 15 ml of N.N-dirnethytacetamide (DMAc) at 1 7^0, and 609 mg 
(3.0 mmol) of terephthalic acid bichloride wa6 added to carry out 24 hours of reaction. Gelatinized substance and unre- 
ached ceitobiose were removed by filtration, and the resulting reaction solution was poured into water to effect precipi- 
tation. This was washed with water, dried under a reduced pressure, dissolved again In DMAc, re-precipitated with 
water, washed with water and then dried to obtain 2.06 g (yield, 75%) of the product (to be referred to as "copolymer 1 " 
hereinafter). Its molecular weight was found to be 14,000. 

Reference Example 2 

684 mg (2.0 mmol) of ceitobiose, 2.0 g (2.0 mmol) of polytetramethylene glycol (PTMG; average molecular weight 
1,000) and 0.64 ml (8.0 mmol) of pyridine were stirred in 20 ml of N,N-dimethylacetamWe (DMAc) at 17*C, and 812 mg 
(4.0 mmol) of terephthalic acid dichloride was added to carry out 24 hours of reaction. Gelatinized matter and urvreacted 
ceitobiose were removed by filtration, and the resulting reaction solution was poured into water to effect precipitation. 
This was washed with water, dried under a reduced pressure, dissolved again in DMAc, re-precipitated with water, 
washed with water and then dried to obtain 2.61 g (yield, 81%) of the product (to be referred to as •copolymer 2" her* 
inafter). Its molecular weight was found to be 20,000. 

Reference Example 3 

Pigment-containing tablets were produced by mixing 2% of Blue dextran 2000, 2% of dextran, 2% of Prussian blue 
80S, 2% of aniline blue. 2% of methylene blue, 3% of magnesium stearate and 87% of Avicel PH-102 (trade name, 
manufactured by Asahi Kasei Kogyo KabushiW Kaisya), and treating the resulting mixture with an HU-T type tablet mak- 
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ing machine (manufactured by Hata Iron Works) under conditions of 4 mm in the die/punch system, 30 mg in the suction 
quantity, 8.8 rpm in the revolving speed and 900 kg in the tablet making pressure. 

Example 1 

5 

The copolymer obtained in Reference Example 1 or 2 was added to various solvents shown in Table 1 to final con- 
centrations of 1 to 30% (% by weight) and stirred for 24 hours or more using a stirrer. Thereafter, the solubility in each 
solvent was evaluated based on the following criteria. 

10 Criteria for solubility 

A: Completely dissolved, yielding transparent solution. 

B: Almost dissolved, yielding slightly turbid solution, or uniformly dispersed with no precipitation of copolymer. 
C: Insoluble or swollen copolymer. 

is 

In addition, each of the aforementioned solutions obtained by adding the copolymer to various solvents was Injected 
into a film-forming apparatus and dried for 48 hours at 25°C and then for 5 hours at 50*C in an oven, and properties of 
the thus formed films were evaluated based on the following criteria. 

20 Criteria for f Dm properties 

© : Transparent film with smooth surface 

O : Film with slightly irregular surface 

a: Film with irregular or slightly patterned surface 

2$ X: No film formation 
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The results are shown in Table 1. 

Table 1 



Copolymer 


Solvent 
(w/w) 


Concen- 
tration 

(%) 


Solu- 
bility 


Film 
Pro- 
perty 


Copolymer 
1 


ethanol 


5 


B 


o 


Copolymer 
1 


2-propanol 


5 


B 


o 


Copolymer 
1 


ethyl acetate 


5 


B 


© 


Copolymer 
1 


acetone 


5 


B 


© 


Copolymer 
2 


tetrahydrofuran 


5 


A 


© 


Copolymer 
2 


ethyl acetate/ 

methanol 

(50/50) 


1 
5 
30 


A 
B 
B 


© 

© 

© 


CoDolvmer 
2 


ethyl acetate/ 

ethanol 

(50/50) 


1 
5 
30 


A 
B 
B 


© 
o 
o 


Copolymer 
2 


ethyl acetate/ 

ethanol 

(80/20) 


1 
5 
30 


A 
A 
A 


© 

© 
© 


Copolymer 
2 


ethyl acetate/ 

2-propanol 

(50/50) 


1 
5 
30 


A 
B 

B ! 


© 
© 
© 


Copolymer 

2 ! 


methyl ethyl ketone 


5 


B 


© 
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Table 1 (continued) 



Copolymer 


Solvent (w/w) 


Concen- 
tration 
(%) 


Solu- 
bility 


Film 
Pro- 
perty 


Copolymer 
2 


methyl ethyl ketone/ 

methanol 

(50/50) 


1 
5 
30 


B 
B 
B 


© 

® 
© 


Copolymer 
2 


methyl ethyl ketone/ 

ethanol 

( 50/50 \ 


1 
5 
30 


A 
A 
A 


© 

o 
o 


Copolymer 
2 


methyl ethyl ketone/ 

ethanol 

(80/20) 


1 

5 
30 


A 
A 
A 


© 

® | 
@ i 


Copolymer 
2 


methyl ethyl ketone/ 

2-propanol 

(50/50^ 


1 
5 
30 


A 
A 
A 


© i 

© 


Copolymer 
2 


toluene/methanol 
(50/50) 


1 
5 
30 


A 
A 
A 


A 

A 


Copolymer 
2 


toluene/ethanol 
(50/50) 


1 
5 
30 


A 
A 
A 


© 
© 

fa 


Copolymer 
2 


toluene/ethanol 
(80/20) 


1 

5 
30 


A 
A 
A 


O 
A 

A 


Copolymer 
2 


toluene/ 2-propanol 
(50/50) 


1 

5 
30 


A 
A 
A 


© 
© 
© 


Copolymer 
2 


acetone/ethanol 
(50/50) i 


1 
5 
30 


A 
B 
B 


© 
© 


Copolymer 
2 


acetone/ethanol 
(80/20) 


1 
5 
30 


A 
B 
B 


© 
© 
© 


Copolymer 
2 


acetone/2-propanol 
(50/50) 


1 
5 
30 


A 
B 
B 


© 
© 
© 


Copolymer 
2 


dichloromethane/ 
ethanol (70/40) 


5 


A 


© 


Copolymer 
2 


chloroform/methanol 
(70/2) 


* 5 


A 


© 



As is evident from Table 1 . the copolymer of the composition of the present invention shows excellent solubility or 
dispersion ability in solvents. It is evident also that coating compositions in which the copolymer is dissolved or dis- 
persed in these solvents have excellent film-forming ability. 
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Comparative Example 1 

The copolymer 2 obtained in Reference Example 2 was added to various solvents shown in Table 2 to respective 
final concentrations shown in Table 2 and stirred for 24 hours or more using a stirrer. Thereafter, its solubility in each 
5 solvent and properties of the resulting f Oms were evaluated in the same manner as described in Example 1 . 



Table 2 



Copolymer 


Solvent (w/w) 


Concentration (%) 


Solubility 


Film Property 


Copolymer 2 


dimethyl sulfoxide 


5 


A 


© 


Copolymer 2 


N.N^methylformarnide 


5 


A 


@ 


Copolymer 2 


N.Nkfimethylformarnide 


5 


A 


® 
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Example 2 

so The copolymer 1 obtained in Reference Example 1 was dissolved In a 1:1 (volume ratio) mixed solution of dichlo- 
romethane and ethyl alcohd to a final concentration of 3%. The pigment-containing tablet obtained in Reference Exam- 
ple 3 was soaked in the thus prepared solution and then dried, and this step was repeated until thickness of the coated 
film became 5 urn. The film thickness was calculated from the difference in diameter and thickness of the tablet before 
and after the coating. 

2S 

Example 3 

The copolymer 1 obtained in Reference Example 1 was dissolved in a 1 :1 (volume ratio) mixed solution of cGchlo- 
romethane and ethyl alcohol to a f inal concentration of 5%. The pigment-containing tablet obtained in Reference Exam- 
30 pie 3 was soaked in the thus prepared solution and then dried, and this step was repeated until thickness of the coated 
film became 1 0 \un The f Dm thickness was calculated from the difference in diameter and thickness of the tablet before 
and after the coating. 

Example 4 

35 

The copolymer 1 obtained In Reference Example 1 was dissolved In a 1:1 (volume ratio) mixed solution of dlchlo- 
romethane and ethyl alcohol to a final concentration of 5%. The pigment-containing tablet obtained in Reference Exam* 
pie 3 was soaked in the thus prepared solution and then dried, and this step was repeated until thickness of the coated 
film became 20 urn. The fflm thickness was calculated from the difference in diameter and thickness of the tablet before 
40 and after the coating. 

Example 5 

The copolymer 1 obtained in Reference Example 1 was dissolved in a 1 :1 (volume ratio) mixed solution of dichlo- 
45 romethane and ethyl alcohol to a final concentration of 10%. The pigment-containing tablet obtained in Reference 
Example 3 was soaked in the thus prepared solution and then dried, and this step was repeated until thickness of the 
coated fflm became 80 jim. The film thickness was calculated from the difference in diameter and thickness of the tablet 
before and after the coating. 

so Example 6 

The copolymer 1 obtained In Reference Example 1 wa6 dissolved in a 1 :1 (volume ratio) mixed solution of dichlo- 
romethane and ethyl alcohol to a final concentration of 10%. The pigment*containing tablet obtained in Reference 
Example 3 was soaked in the thus prepared solution and then dried, and this step was repeated until thickness of the 
55 coated film became 150 urn. The flm thickness was calculated from the difference in diameter and thickness of the tab- 
let before and after the coating. 
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Example 7 

The copolymer 1 obtained in Reference Example 1 was dissolved in a 1:1 (volume ratio) mixed solution of dichlo- 
romethane and ethyl alcohol to a final concentration of 10%. The pigment-containing tablet obtained in Reference 
5 Example 3 was soaked in the thus prepared solution and then dried, and this step was repeated until thickness of the 
coated film became 200 \im. The f flm thickness was calculated from the difference in diameter and thickness of the tab- 
let before and after the coating. 

Example 8 

10 

The copolymer 1 obtained in Reference Example 1 was dissolved in a 1:1 (volume ratio) mixed solution of dichlo- 
romethane and ethyl alcohol to a final concentration of 10%. The pigment-containing tablet obtained in Reference 
Example 3 was soaked in the thus prepared solution and then dried, and this step was repeated until thickness of the 
coated film became 300 jim. The f 3m thickness was calculated from the difference in diameter and thickness of the tab- 
15 let before and after the coating. 

Comparative Example 2 

The copolymer 1 obtained in Reference Example 1 was dissolved in a 1:1 (volume ratio) mixed solution of dichlo- 
20 romethane and ethyl alcohol to a final concentration of 2%. The pigment-containing tablet obtained in Reference Exam- 
ple 3 was soaked in the thus prepared solution and then dried, and this step was repeated until thickness of the coated 
torn became 3 nm. The film thickness was calculated from the difference in diameter and thickness of the tablet before 
and after the coating. 

26 Comparative Example 3 

The copolymer 1 obtained in Reference Example 1 was dissolved in a 1 :1 (volume ratio) mixed solution of cfichlo- 
romethane and ethyl alcohol to a final concentration of 10%. The pigment-containing tablet obtained in Reference 
Example 3 was soaked in the thus prepared solution and then dried, and this step was repeated until thickness of the 
30 coated film became 350 (im. The f 3m thickness was calculated from the difference in diameter and thickness of the tab- 
let before and after the coating. 

Test Example 1 

35 The pharmaceutical preparations obtained in Examples 2 to 8 and Comparative Examples 2 and 3 were checked 
for their disintegration and dissolution properties in the living body. These tests were carried out using 10 Wistar rats of 
8 weeks of age per group. 

Each of the group 1 rats was subjected to ventrotomy and the connecting part of the small intestines and the large 
intestine was tigated. The small intestine side of the ligated part was incised, the large intestine side was returned into 

40 the abdominal area as 6uch, and the Incised portion of the small intestines and the part of the abdominal section were 
sutured in such a manner that the intestinal tract remained opened outside the body. Next, the left side abdominal potion 
was opened by ventrotomy to Incise the uppermost part of the duodenum (just below gastric pylorus), and the tablets 
obtained in Examples 2 to 8 and Comparative Examples 2 and 3, ten tablets for each example, were administered into 
the incised duodenum with a dose of 1 tablet per 1 rat. The incised duodenum portion was sutured and adhered with a 

45 surgical adhesive and the abdominal section was sutured. The thus treated rats were reared under a clean environment, 
and the contents exuded from the small intestinal portion remained opened were observed to examine the presence 
and shape of the tablets and dissolution of pigments. 
The results are shown In Table 3. 

50 



55 
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Table 3 



(Group 1) 


Taoidt Tested 


TnicKness of turn 


Contents colored (animals) Tab* 


Contents uncoiored (ani- 






lets disintegrated (animals) 


mals) Shape of tablets 








unchanged (animals) 


Comparative Example 2 


3±1 


9 


1 






6 


4 


Example 2 


5±2 


3 


7 






1 


9 


Example 3 


10±3 


1 


9 






1 


9 


Example 4 


20±3 


0 


10 






0 


1Q 


Example 5 


80±3 


0 


10 






0 


10 


Example 6 


150±5 


0 


10 






0 


10 


Example 7 


200 ±5 


0 


10 






0 


10 


Example 8 


300 ±7 


6 


10 






0 


10 


Comparative Example 3 


350 ±9 


0 


10 






0 


10 



Test Example 2 

40 In the same manner as described in Test Example 1 , the connecting portion of the small intestines and the large 
intestine of each of the group 2 rats was Indeed by the same procedure of the group 1 and then sutured and restored, 
and the tablets obtained in Examples 2 to 8 and Comparative Examples 2 and 3, ten tablets for each example, were 
administered into the duodenum from the uppermost part of the duodenum with a dose of 1 tablet per 1 rat. After sewing 
up the incised portion and the abdominal section, the thus treated rats were reared under a clean environment, and the 

45 fecal conditions (color tones and contents) were observed to examine the presence and shape of the tablets and dis- 
solution of pigments. The results are shown in Table 4. 



so 
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Table 4 



(Group 2) 


Tablet Tested 


Thickness of film 


Feces colored (animals) Tab- 


Feces uncolored (animals) Shape 






lets disintegrated (animals) 


of tablets unchanged (animals) 


Comparative Example 2 


3±1 


10 


0 






10 


0 


Example 2 


5±2 


10 


0 






10 


0 


Example 3 


10±3 


10 


0 






10 


0 


Example 4 


20 ±3 


10 


0 






10 


0 


Examples 


80 ±3 


10 


0 






1Q 


0 


Example 6 


150±5 


10 


0 






10 


0 


Example 7 


200 ±5 


9 


1 






9 


1 


Example 8 


300±7 


8 
7 


2 
3 


Comparative Example 3 


35019 


3 


7 






2 


8 



35 



Test Example 3 

In the same manner as described In Test Example 1. each of the group 3 rats was subjected to ventrotomy, the 
40 connecting portion of the small Intestines and the large intestine was incised and then the tablets obtained in Examples 
2 to 8 and Comparative Examples 2 and 3. ten tablets for each example, were administered into the large intestine with 
a dose of 1 tablet per 1 rat. After sewing up the incised portion and the abdominal section, the thus treated rata were 
reared under a dean environment and the fecal conditions (color tones and contents) were observed to examine the 
presence and shape of the tablets and dissolution of pigment* 



50 
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The results are shown in Table 5. 



Table 5 



(Group 3) 


Tablet Tested 


Thickness of film 


Feces colored (animals) Tab- 


Feces urt colored (animals) Shape 






lets disintegrated (animals) 


ol tablets unchanged (animals) 


Comparative Example 2 


3±1 


10 


0 






10 


0 


Example 2 


5±2 


10 


0 






10 


0 


Example 3 


10±3 


10 


0 






10 


0 


Example 4 


20±3 


10 


0 






10 


0 


Example 5 


80±3 


10 


0 






10 


0 


Example 6 


150±5 


10 


0 






10 


0 


Example 7 


200 ±5 


8 


2 






8 


2 


Example 8 


300±7 


8 


2 






7 


3 


Comparative Example 3 


350 ±9 


2 


8 






2 


8 



As is evident from Tables 3, 4 and 5. the drug release-controlling preparation of the present Invention does not dis- 
integrate In the small intestines and the drug release is also inhibited. In the large intestine, on the other hand, the prep- 
aration was disintegrated and the active Ingredient was released. 

Example 9 

Prednisolone (5 mg) was mixed with 300 g of crystalline cellulose (trade name, Avicel PH-102, manufactured by 
Asahi Kasei Kyogyo KabushiW Kaisya), and the mixture was further mixed with a lubricant mixture composed of 3 g of 
sodium stearate and 27 g of talc to obtain a granular preparation which was then pressed to prepare tablets, each tablet 
having a diameter of 13.5 mm and a weight of 500 mg and containing 5 mg of prednisolone. To the thus obtained tablets 
was sprayed a fflm-forming composition prepared by dissolving the polymer of Reference Example 1 in a 1:1 (w/w) 
mixed solution of dichloromethane and ethyl alcohol to a concentration of 10%. followed by drying to obtain an oral 
administration preparation having a coat layer of about 50 jim in thickness. 

Example 10 

Release of prednisolone from the oral administration preparation obtained in Example 9 was evaluated in artificial 
intestinal fluids 1 (0.1 N hydrochloric acid (pH 1 .2)) and 2 (phosphate buffer (pH 7.2)) and rat intestinal contents. The 
amount of eluted prednisolone was measured after a predetermined period of time by HPLC. 
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a) Release in artificial intestinal fluids 1 and 2 

A 500 mg portion (containing 5 mg of prednisolone) of the oral administrati h preparation obtained in Example 9 
was put into 900 ml of each dissolution test solution to carry out the test at 37°C and at an agitation speed of 100 rpm. 
s The released amounts after 3 hours and 6 hours in both test solutions were all below the detection limit 

b) Release in rat intestinal contents 

A 500 mg portion of the oral administration preparation obtained in Example 9 was incubated at 37°C in the rat 
1Q intestinal contents (50 ml) to measure released amount of prednisolone at predetermined intervals. Release of pred- 
nisolone was detected after 1 hour of the incubation and 50% or more of its release was confirmed after 4 hours. 

Example 11 

75 A 250 mg portion of 5-ASA was mixed with 250 g of crystalline cellulose (trade name, Avicel PH-1 02), and the mix- 
ture was further mixed with a lubricant mixture composed of 3 g of sodium stearale and 27 g of talc to obtain a granular 
preparation which was then pressed to prepare tablets, each tablet having a diameter of 13.5 mm and a weight of 500 
mg and containing 250 mg of 5-ASA. To the thus obtained tablets was sprayed a film-forming composition prepared by 
dissolving the polymer of Reference Example 1 in a 1:1 (w/w) mixed solution of dichloromethane and ethyl alcohol to a 

20 concentration of 10%, followed by drying to obtain an oral administration preparation having a coat layer of about 50 \xm 
In thickness. 

Example 12 

2S Release of 5-ASA from the oral administration preparation obtained in Example 1 1 was evaluated in artificial intes- 
tinal fluids 1 and 2 and rat intestinal contents. The amount of eluted 5-ASA was measured after a predetermined period 
of time by a spectrometry. 

a) Release in artificial intestinal fluids 1 and 2 

30 

A 500 mg portion (containing 250 mg of 5-ASA) of the oral administration preparation obtained in Example 1 1 was 
put into 900 ,mf of each dissolution test solution to carry out the test at 37°C and at an agitation speed of 100 rpm. The 
released amounts after 3 tours and 6 hours in both test solutions were all below the detection limit 

35 b) Release in rat intestinal contents 

A 500 mg portion of the oral administration preparation obtained in Example 1 1 was incubated at 37°C in the rat 
intestinal contents (50 mJ) to measure released amount of 5-ASA at predetermined Intervals. Release of 5-ASA was 
detected after 1 hour of the incubation and 50% or more of its release was confirmed after 4 hours. 

40 

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY 

By the use of the drug release-controlling preparation of the present invention in which a uniform coat layer having 
controlled thickness is formed making use of a base material containing a large intestine-specific degradable copolymer. 

45 drugs can be delivered with a high concentration into the large intestine selectively and accurately without causing their 
degradation and absorption in other organs than the targe intestine, even by oral administration. Accordingly, the dose 
of drugs can be decreased, their side effects can be reduced and the dosage form design with improved extent of bio* 
availably is possible. Also, according to the coating composition of the present invention which contains a copolymer 
that shows large intestine-specific degradation, kinds and mixing ratio of solvents and concentration of the copolymer 

so can be controlled as occasion demands and its film-forming ability is excellent, so that high concentration coating, con- 
trol of coat film thickness and uniform coating of drugs by simple handling are possible by using this composition. In 
addition, according to the present invention, an oral administration preparation is provided which can release drugs in 
a large intestine-selective manner accurately and effectively and is therefore markedly useful for the treatment of inflam- 
matory intestinal diseases, in which a composition containing an inflammatory intestinal disease-treating agent is 

55 coated with a large intestfne-degradable polymer or a f ilm-forming composition containing the polymer in a specific coat 
thickness. 
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Claims 

1 . A drug release-controlling preparation which comprises a copolymer comprising at least one structural unit repre- 
sented by the general formula (I): 

0 0 

1 a , 

-C-R-C-O-R'-O- (I) 

(wherein R represents a divalent organic group and R 1 represents a saccharide residue which is degraded or 
assimilated in the large intestine) and at least one structural unit represented by the general formula (II): 

0 0 

-C-R-C-X^-X 2 - . (II) 

(wherein R represents a divalent organic group, X 1 and X 2 independently represent an oxygen atom, an imino group 
or a sulfur atom, and R 2 represents a saturated or unsaturated hydrocarbon group, a polyaikylene group, a poly- 
alkylene glycol group, a polyarylene oxide group, a polyester group or a pdyamide group), and a composition which 
contains an active ingredient, wherein said composition is coated with said copolymer, 

2. A drug release-controlling preparation which comprises a mixture of a copolymer comprising at least one structural 
unit represented by the general formula (I): 

O O 

8 1 t 

-C-R-C-0-R l -0- (I) 



(wherein R represents a divalent organic group and R 1 represents a saccharide residue which is degraded or 
assimilated in the large intestine) and at least one structural unit represented by the general formula (II): 

0 0 

1 1 i , . 

-C-R-C-X l -R 2 -X 2 - (II) 

(wherein R represents a divalent organic group, X 1 and X 2 independently represent an oxygen atom, an imino group 
or a sulfur atom, and R 2 represents a saturated or unsaturated hydrocarbon group, a polyaikylene group, a poly- 
aikylene glycol group, a polyarylene oxide group, a polyester group or a polyamlde group) and an active ingredient 

3. The drug release-controlling preparation according to daim 1 or 2, wherein R 1 of said copolymer is an oligosaccha- 
ride residue which comprises at least two saccharide residues that are degraded or assimilated in the large Intes- 
tine. 

4. The drug release-controlling preparation according to claim 1 or 2, wherein R 1 of said copolymer is a saccharide 
residue which is hydrolyzed by p-glucosldase, p-galactosidase or p-glucuronidase. 

5. The drug release-controlling preparation according to claim 1 or 2, wherein R 1 of said copolymer is a galacto-oG- 
gosaccharide residue, a fructo-oligosacchaiide residue or a soybean oligosaccharide residue. 

6. The drug release-controlling preparation according to daim 1 or 2, wherein R 1 of said copolymer is ceilobiose. 

7. The drug release-controlling preparation according to claim 1 or 2, wherein the structural unit (I) of said copolymer 
is a structural unit obtained by ester-bonding a dibasic acid represented by HOOC- R-COOH and a saccharide rep- 
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resented by H0-R 1 -OH, and the structural unit (II) of said copolymer is a structural unit obtained by ester-bonding 
a dibasic acid represented by HOOC-R-COOH and a pofyalkyf ene glycol represented by HO-R 2 -OH. 

8. The drug release-controlQng preparation according to claim 7, wherein the dibasic acid represented by HOOC-R- 
5 COOH constituting the structural unit (I) of said copolymer is terephthaiic acid or isophthalic add and the saccharide 

represented by HO-R 1 -OH constituting the same is cellobiose, and the dibasic acid presented by HOOC-R- 
COOH constituting the structural unit (II) of said copolymer is terephthaiic add or isophthalic add and the poly- 
alkylene glycol represented by HO-R 2 OH constituting the same is polytetramethylene glycol or polypropylene gly- 
col. 

10 

9. The drug release-controlling preparation according to claim 1 or 2, wherein said active ingredient is a drug for the 
treatment of inflammatory intestinal diseases. 

10. The drug release-controlling preparation according to daim 9. wherein said drug for the treatment of inflammatory 
is intestinal diseases is a steroid drug or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt thereof. 

1 1 . The drug release-controlling preparation according to daim 10, wherein said drug for the treatment of inflammatory 
intestinal diseases is prednisolone. 

20 12. The drug release-controlling preparation according to daim 9. wherein said drug for the treatment ol inflammatory 
intestinal diseases is aminosalicylic acid or an aminosalicylic add derivative, or a pharmaceutically acceptable saH 
thereof. 

13. The drug release-controlling preparation according to daim 1 or 2, wherein its dosage form is tablets, capsules or 
zs granules. 

14. The drug release-controlling preparation according to claim 1 or 2 wherein the coat film of said copolymer has a 
thickness of approximately from 5 to 300 pm. 

30 15. A composition which comprises a solvent and a copolymer comprising at least one structural unit represented by 
the general formula (I): 

O O 

35 -II, 

95 -C-R-C-0-R A -0- (I) 



(wherein R represents a divalent organic group and R 1 represents a saccharide residue which is degraded or 
40 assimilated in the large intestine) and at least one structural unit represented by the general formula (II): 

0 0 

g b 

-C-R-C-X l -R 2 -X 2 - (II) 

45 ' 

(wherein R represents a divalent organic group, X 1 and X 2 independently represent an oxygen atom, an imino group 
or a sulfur atom, and R 2 represents a saturated or unsaturated hydrocarbon group, a polyalkylene group, a poly- 
alkylene glycol group, a polyarylene oxide group, a polyester group or a polyamide group), said copolymer being 
so dissolved or dispersed in 6aid solvent 

16. The composition according to daim 15, wherein R 1 of said copolymer is an oligosaccharide residue which com- 
prises at least two saccharide residues that are degraded or assimilated in the large intestine. 

55 17. The composition according to daim 15, wherein R 1 of 6aid copolymer is a saccharide residue which is hydrolyzed 
by p-glucosidase, p-galactosidase or p-glucuronidase. 

1 8. The composition according to claim 1 5, wherein R 1 of said copolymer is a galacto-oligosaccharide residue, a fructo- 
oligosaccharide residue or a soybean oligosaccharide residue. 
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19. The composition according to claim 15, wherein R 1 of 8aid copolymer is cellobiose. 

20. The composition according to claim 15. wherein the structural unit (I) of said copolymer is a structural unit obtained 
by ester-bonding a dibasic acid represented by HOOC-R-COOH and a saccharide represented by HO-R 1 -OH. and 
the structural unit (II) of said copolymer is a structural unit obtained by ester-bonding a dibasic acid represented by 
HOOC-R-COOH and a polyalkylene glycol represented by HO-R 2 -OH. 

21. The composition according to claim 15. wherein the dibasic acid represented by HOOC-R-COOH constituting the 
structural unit (I) of said copolymer is terephthalic add or tsophthalic acid and the saccharide represented by HO* 
R*-OH constituting the same is cellobiose. and the dibasic acid represented by HOOC-R-COOH constituting the 
structural unit (If) of said copolymer is terephthalic acid or isophthalic acid and the polyalkylene glycol represented 
by HO-R 2 -OH constituting the same is polytetramethylene glycol or polypropylene glycol. 

22. The composition according to claim 1 5. wherein said copolymer is dissolved or dispersed in a solvent in a concen- 
tration of from 0.1 to 50% (% by weight) based on the total weight of said composition. 

23. The composition accorcfing to claim 15. wherein said solvent comprises at least one solvent selected from the group 
consisting of water, alcohols having 1 to 5 carbon atoms, aromatic hydrocarbons, esters. Ketones, ethers, hafides 
and glycols. 

24. The composition according to claim 23. wherein said solvent is tetrahydrofuran. 

25. The composition according to daim 23. wherein said solvent is a mixed solvent of methanol, ethanol or 2-propanol 
with toluene. 

26. The composition according to daim 23. wherein said solvent is a mixed solvent of methanol, ethanol or 2-propanol 
with ethyl acetate. 

27. The composition according to daim 23. wherein said solvent Is a mixed solvent of methanol, ethanol or 2-propanol 
with methyl ethyl ketone. 

28. The composition according to claim 23, wherein said solvent is a mixed solvent of dichloromethane or chloroform 
with methanol. 

29. The composition according to claim 23, wherein said solvent is a mixed solvent of dichloromethane or chloroform 
with ethanol. 

30. The composition according to daim 23, wherein said solvent is water. 

31 . The composition according to claim 23, wherein said solvent is selected from alcohols having 1 to 5 carbon atoms. 

32. The composition according to daim 23, wherein said solvent is methyl ethyl ketone. 

33. The composition according to daim 23, wherein said solvent is a mixed solvent of methand, ethanol or 2-propanol 
with acetone. 
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